
fHE HISTORY OF JJR3A,{A

Since I972r lhen \TR3AAA went on the air, many members have
been added to the SvAIi ' l /TA. The purpose of this article is to
faml l lar ize some of our newer members wi th the history and develop-
neny of  our repeater.

Two-mete_t II_U really had its beginning during llurriea.ne Agnes
in the Beaver Valley, . There was no reoeater in o[r vieinity aia
_on1y a fey $Vl_rigs at that t lme. Irfost of you probably donti remen-
ber when 146.94 was the oNT,y frequeney in usel- But s6vera.1 rlgs
lvgre put to very -good use, and several indivlduals began to se6
the advantages of  a repeater.

Repeaters did start  to pop up in the area. There was a 34-
94 1e39_ater lut on in Pittsburgh (wn3gtvO) and', '/BIOC had a repeater
on v,TlBNr s rad.lo tower Ln Youngstown. rt occupied 16-76 and had
fantastic eoverage. 2B-BB appeared in Pittsbir:rgh and. pretty soon
everyone viras talking repeaters.

In the Fal1 of _7972, three individuals brought the srrb jeet
before the 3n.1Y9I-Val ley Amateur Radio Assrn.  They lvere Ken"Ri,_ggle,
w3FcQr.Jerry- i lJ i l l iamson, lvA3sxQ, and Dick Hanna, K3vlry.  / r f ter  

-

much d. iscussion and. no aet ion the subject  was tablecl .
I t  was then declded to get al l -  interested. persons to3et i rer

and form a nerv_ group for the purpose of building and mnning a
repeater. In late l-972 geveral lndividuals met at the home of
Bob illcClainr Ti3VnZ, to 1ay the groundwork for vrhat was to treeome
vJR3AAA.

Several  baslc cr l ter la were set for th for  construet ion of  t i re
repeater.  Th9{ were:  (1) good eoverage of  Bbaver countyl-  (z)
repeater should have an emergency power sourcet (3) Ueeori.re'oDer-
at ional  as soon as possibl-e --  keep i t  basic.  Several  s i tes v/ere
eonstdered., and. the Freed,om Valvollne tower on ntengel- Heights tvas the
final cholee. Antennas vrere put on the tower in January [711h aboui
a 4O mph vri.nd blovring, and the repeater f irst went into- operation
in about mld-Febmary. There vras no d.uplexer (two sep?r.lte antennas
\:rere used.) and audio was sampled fron the speaker ani fed to then' i  n innrr*  ar  the t ransmit ter .  I t  was a pret ty lvel1 hay-vl l red mess,v  L !

but i t  worked af ter  a fashlon. TJe had no l icense but there lveren, t
really any rrrles governing repeaters anywey. so there it vias
ouJ own repeater.

It vrasnf t long before the I 'CC solved the rules problen --
!h "y  re leased t ' ' i e i r  now famous "Repeater  Docket . "  / r t  f i r s t  look ,
i t  rvas about as compl lcated as a commerclal  l icense. K3VfY under-
took 1!9 p"oject  of  l icensing the repeater.  One form 610-8,  tvro
forrn 610r s,  about ten sheets of  typewri t ten paper and a hal f -dozen
quadrangle maps later,  the whole mess was sent in a blg envelop tc;
the FCC to see 1f  we could get a l icense.

The 'rlong wait 'r began. [{eanwhile the repeater vras on on}y
for t 'experimental purposes.rr That was a niee lvalr of saying v,'e i ' iere
boot legging. The vrai t ing was becoming unbearable.  oST- reoortecl'bhat most appl icat ions v/ere being sent back because f f ierrors an.;
sti l l  we heard nothd-ng, i\"as no news good news? In early i iarch ti ie
fmstration was too much and I{3VYY called then-Congressman lrank
Clark t 'or  help and. help we got l  In late lJarch'r ' , 'RIMA was l - icensed.
I t  was the f i rst  repeater in the th i rd cal l  area and the thiyd
l icense j -ssued. j -n the eountry.

I {ovr tha. t  vre had the l icense, w€ had to ID the darn t i t lnc,
That vras solved. wl th a g!15.OO cassette player and a $6.00 cnrr l in l rorr .s
loop cassette tape. I t  vras actual ly funny to hear the tape start

s
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ln the m1<1<11e of  an ID. Tiel l r  yon obnf t  vr i .n them a1l .
'rVe were stiD holding eporadlc meetlngs at the home of l ' ,t lVRZ,

but now we'were known as the I'Beaver Machine" (vre probably started
the whole 'rhandle" mess on CB), It wag realLy nlce to be- referrecl
to as "Triple Art. We were a proucl bunch. 'r?e vlent from conception
to inception ln about six months. A lot of hard work ancl planning
paid of f .

More members jolnecl the organizatlon, regul-ar meetings lvere
held and. as money ica'ne in irnprovemente were macle. i','e never had
much noney hanging around in the treasurT and vre even got avray with
spendlng money we didnr t have a couple of t imes.

I'ie have come to expect the repeater to be there vrhen we trant
to use lt. It has become a val-uable asset to us hams. The next
time you use it remember that a Iot of dreams, a l-ot of hours, and
a lot of money macte "Triple Arr possible. Please support your
repeater. It takes money and time to keep it operating. It just
dldnr t happen to be there and if each of us doesnr t do his or her
share it could disappear tomonow. By Dick (K3VYY)
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